
 

 

Footprints� 

In History 
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A Colorful Kickoff  to the Quarterly Meeting 
/HH�5RELQHWWH 

    The last quarterly meeting of the 
historical society, on July 22nd at the 
public library, began with a visit 
from a colonial military color guard.   

  The four men picture at right are 
members of the Lafayette and Dan-
iel Boone chapters of the Sons of 
the American Revolution.  For the 
last year and a half, the SAR has 
been involved in the labor intensive 
project of cleaning and preserving 
the graves of patriots of the Ameri-
can Revolution in Jessamine and the 
surrounding counties.  But in order 
to preserve, they first had to locate 
them.  Many are in small cemeteries 
on private land, neglected and for-
gotten.   In Jessamine County, at 
least, they were able to rely on the 
knowledge and help of Ernestine 
Hamm, mainstay of the Jessamine 
County Historical Society���� 

Mrs. Hamm has devoted decades 
to preserving the scores of small 
cemeteries in the county.  She has 
researched locations, always scrupu-
lously respecting the rights of cur-

rent property owners.  With her hus-
band, Charlie Hamm, she has braved 
weeds,  fallen trees, snakes, and 
brush to clean up sites that have 
been neglected or vandalized.  They 

have re-erected fallen stones and 
pieced together broken ones.  In 
some cases, she has collected enough 
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See Quarterly Meeting page 3 

 

After a Covid induced hiatus, the 
More Tales Storytelling Festival re-
turns to Wilmore on September 17-

18.  This year's event has been 
moved from the Downtown Green 
to the Dan Glass Pavilion located 
behind the new municipal center in 
Wilmore. Storytellers from across 
the country are ready to get back on 

the stage and share some tales.  
Don’t forget to mark your calen-
dar, September 17th and 18th for 

amazing stories, craft vendors and 
food, right here in Wilmore.  More 
Tales, Wilmore storytelling Festival 
is back and will be better than ever!  
This is a free event, thanks to our 
generous sponsors and volunteers. 

Editor’s note:  The historical society will be 
among the vendors at  this event. 

More Stories 
-XG\�:RROXPV 
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The President’s Message 
5LFKDUG�/XFDV 

    Lee Robinette and Pat Hunt tell 
me it is time for me to get another 
of these messages to them for the 
upcoming newsletter.  Thank you 
both for picking up the reins from 
Sherrell Brown. 

 It was great to have another 
quarterly meeting July 22, 2021 with 
a guest speaker at the Jessamine 
County Public Library.  Really good 
to see so many people (39 I am 
told), mostly unmasked, together to 
hear about a small part of the history 
of this county.  Those who were un-
able to attend missed a great talk 
about the history of Wilmore streets, 
which of course provided us in at-
tendance with the history not only of 
Wilmore, but also of that part of our 
county between Jessamine and Indi-
an Creeks. 

 The meeting began with a presen-
tation of colors by the Color Guard 
of the local chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution (SAR).  
Quite impressive.  The SAR then 
presented Ernestine Hamm, our 

Cemetery and Research Director, 
with three well deserved metals and 
certificates. These were for her assis-
tance in identifying Patriot 
gravesites, as well as all she has ac-
complished over the years in identi-
fying and preserving our county’s 
historical cemeteries and graveyards. 

    I felt it was very fitting to have 
Dr. Mark R. Elliott, author of the 
recently published Pieces of History: 
The Stories Behind the Street 
Names of Wilmore, Kentucky, speak 
to us about the history of a part of 
Jessamine County and the SAR pre-
sent at this meeting at this time 
when there are those in this country 
who are trying to change our history. 
This especially related to me as I 
have just finished reading David 
Hackett Fischer’s Washington’s 
Crossing.  I quote a part of the last 
paragraph of his narrative, “Much 
recent historical writing has served 
us ill”.  This is in respect to the pa-
triots who fought in New Jersey 
from December 25, 1775 to the lat-

ter part of March 1777, improvising 
a new way of war and choosing a 
“policy of humanity that aligned the 
conduct of the war with the values 
of the Revolution.”  “In the late 
twentieth century, too many scholars 
tried to make the American past into 
a record of crime and folly.  Too 
many writers have told us that we 
are captives of our darker selves and 
helpless victims of our darker side.  
It isn’t so, and never was.”  

    I could not agree more, especially 
since I came to the Jessamine Coun-
ty Historical and Genealogical Socie-
ty as a budding family historian.  I 
also go along with Dr. Fischer’s last 
part of the Appendix entitled 
“Historiography.”  “The past is our 
country. Our own kin lived there. 
The memory of what they did is be-
coming ever more important as a 
part of our lives.” 

 I pray this newsletter finds you all 
well.  

��   Richard Lucas 

The Treasurer’s Two Cents 
3DW�+XQW 

 We had two large book sales re-
cently.  The St. Louis County Public 
Library purchased many of our 
county books.   Also, a gentleman 
drove from North Carolina to pur-
chase old books for his restaurant to 
use as decor.   All book sales, large 
or small, are appreciated.  eBay sales 
have slowed down in the past two 
months, most likely due to the fact it 
is summertime.  The link to our 
eBay books is: https://www.ebay    

  Donations are always appreciated,  

and no amount is too 
small.  Donations made 
to the Historical Society 
are tax-deductible.   I 
would also like to em-
phasize that the pres-
ence of members and 
visitors at meetings and 
other events is highly 
valued.  Your participa-
tion is priceless.  

         Pat Hunt 

https://www.ebay.com/sch/nicholasville-7/m.html?_nkw&_armrs=1&_ipg&_from


 

 

evidence to obtain government 
funding for markers at the graves of 
forgotten veterans.  Moreover, she 
has documented, as far as possible, 
the names of those buried in small, 
scattered sites around the county.  
Every year, the historical society re-
ceives requests both from within and 
without the borders of Kentucky 
asking for information about the fi-
nal resting places of relatives.  Mrs. 
Hamm is usually able to provide the 
information.  Now, prevented by 
health issues from doing the hard 
work of cleaning, she is still fighting 
to preserve cemeteries.  One of the 
biggest threats today is from growth.  
State law, advocated for by Mrs. 
Hamm and a few others, requires 
developers to preserve and maintain 
any cemeteries on land where they 

plan to build.  However, it is easy to 
overlook or to feign ignorance of a 
small plot on a large tract.  Mrs. 
Hamm monitors property transac-
tions and makes sure that purchasers 
are aware of any graves located on 
their land, and of their responsibili-
ties. 

In recognition of her contributions 
to their own efforts and to the com-
munity at large, the SAR presented 
Mrs. Hamm with three awards: the �
SAR Medal of Appreciation, in 
recognition of her assistance to the 
Lafayette chapter in locating and 
documenting the graves of Revolu-
tionary War patriots; the Martha 
Washington Medal for ensuring that 
the sites of Revolutionary War and 
other veterans’ graves are provided 
with government headstones or oth-

er markers; and the Bronze Good 
Citizenship Medal in recognition of 
her decades of helping families and 
individuals with research on genealo-
gy, records, property, and burial 
sites.  The Jessamine County Histori-
cal Society, in turn, would like to 
thank Patrick Wesolosky and his as-
sociates at the SAR for their efforts 
in carrying on some of the work of 
Ernestine and Charlie Hamm. 

The rest of the meeting proceeded 
in a more conventional fashion.  The 
attendees enjoyed a talk by Mark El-
liot, author of a new book entitled 
Pieces of History: The Stories Behind the 
Street Names of Wilmore, Kentucky.  Mr. 
Elliot is a professor emeritus and 
former trustee of Asbury college 
(now University.)  He was able to 
bring interest and humor to the sub-
ject by relating the names of streets 
to the history, culture, and geogra-
phy of the town.  Proceeds from the 
books he sold at the meeting were 
donated to the city of Wilmore.   

   

Quarterly Meeting continued  
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Long Ago in a County Not So Far Away 
�/HH�5RELQHWWH 

    If  you think elections these days 
bring out the crazy in people… 
 This article from the Lexington 
Leader gives a distinctly local flavor 
to a state election which attracted 
national attention. 
 In 1938, Alben Barkley was Ken-
tucky’s senior senator and the pow-
erful leader of  the senate in Wash-
ington.  A.B. (Happy) Chandler was 
Kentucky’s popular young governor.  
Both were democrats, but Barkley 
was a strong supporter of  Franklin 
Roosevelt and his New Deal policies.  
Chandler, on the other hand, was 
one of  a number of  fiscally con-
servative, mostly southern, demo-
crats who were alarmed at the huge 
deficits accumulating under the New 
Deal. 
 Ever ambitious, Chandler chal-
lenged Barkley in the Democratic 
primary.  The stakes were high.  
Chandler and other like minded 
Democrats hoped to take control of  
the party before the presidential 
nominating convention in 1940.  
Barkley was determined to stop 
them.  The contest quickly became 
the most important and most 
watched of  the mid term elections.  
It also quickly became personal. 
 Facing a powerful incumbent and 
with his arguments against the New 
Deal proving ineffectual - people in 
Kentucky liked the alphabet soup of  
relief  programs - Chandler resorted 
to ridicule.  He routinely referred to  
Barkley, sixty at the time, as “Old 
Alben”.   When Barkley’s stamina 
and tireless campaigning style belied 
the epithet, Chandler tried to paint 
him as out of  touch with the people 
of  Kentucky citing his years in 
Washington and his European trav-
els.  The governor continued to trail 
in the polls.   
 In one of  the more bizarre inci-
dents of  the campaign, Chandler fell 

ill after delivering a radio address in 
Louisville.  He claimed to have intes-
tinal poisoning, and his physician 
asserted that Chandler and two oth-
ers had ingested a chemical poison in 
a pitcher of  ice water provided for 
him during his speech.  Chandler 
insinuated that that the poisoning 
was deliberate and the work of  his 
political opponents.  After a brief  
investigation, Louisville police dis-
missed the allegation, and most peo-
ple felt that the charges were a des-
perate ploy by the trailing Chandler.  
But the episode did not end there.  
For the rest of  the campaign, during 

speeches, Barkley would perform an 
elaborate pantomime of  raising a 
glass to his lips, pausing to examine 
it critically, then putting it aside un-
tasted with a shudder.  Crowds loved 
it. 
 Another claim that Chandler 
made was taken more seriously.  He 
charged that Barkley was using fed-
eral relief  agencies - the WPA in par-
ticular - to influence and buy votes. 
The practice was not unheard of, 
and not actually illegal, but it was 
distinctly unsavory.  However Chan-
dler was throwing rocks from inside 
a glass house.  His own campaigns 
was blatantly raising money from 
state employees and threatening to 
withhold state pension checks from 
voters who supported his opponent.  
 In a series of  investigative articles 
(for which he won a Pulitzer Prize), a 
reporter named Thomas Stokes un-
covered a pervasive pattern of  thinly 
veiled bribes, threats, and political 
machinations on the part of  both 
contestants.  In response to the 
widely publicized, shocking details, a 
senate investigative panel was 
formed.  That led to the passage, the 
following year, of  the Hatch Act, 
which bars federal employees from 
engaging in political activities. 
  F.D.R. made several campaign 
appearances in Kentucky for his 
Senate ally.  Barkley beat Chandler in 
the primary and went on to defeat 
his Republican opponent even more 
decisively.  However, Chandler did 
enter the Senate a few months later 
when the state’s junior Senator died 
and he, as governor, appointed him-
self  to fill the remainder of  the 
term.     
 As you can see from the Leader 
article, in the midst of  all the drama, 
some residents of  Jessamine County 
managed to maintain a sense of  hu-
mor. 



 

 

 Finding Roots in a New Home 
�����3DW�+XQW 

   Have you ever moved to a new 
state where you did not know a soul 
or have any relatives?   I did just that 
in July 1985 when I moved to Lex-
ington, KY.  I originally came from 
Massachusetts, where both of my 
parents were born.   My father’s fa-
ther, Charles Williams, was born in 
Southern Indiana and moved to 
Massachusetts during World War I, 
where he stayed to live and raise a 
family.  He was the son of Riley Wil-
liams and Minnie Rider. 

 I was always very interested in 

genealogy and started to actively re-
search my roots in 1999.    I discov-
ered that my great-great grandmoth-
er, Sarah Canter, came from a family 
with roots in Estill, Jackson and 
Rockcastle Counties in Kentucky.   
She married George Washington 
Rider.   To my amazement, they 
were married during Civil War times 
right in Jessamine County, KY.  

    Upon researching my Williams 
side of the family, I found out that 
my fifth great grandfather, James 
Carothers, was a revolutionary sol-

dier who died in Jessamine County 
in the 1830’s.    He daughter Nancy 
married Ezekiel Proctor, who was 
from a Proctor family who settled in 
Keene. 

    When I joined the Jessamine 
County Historical Society in 2002, I 
immediately felt a sense of being at 
home.  There are Canter descend-
ants who still live in the area.   May-
be I was just meant to be part of all 
this?    Do not ever say you are not 
related to anybody.   You just may 
be surprised���� 

  Don’t Miss These Coming Events 
�����/HH�5RELQHWWH 

Second Saturday Open 
House and Book Sale                        
(September 11th, October  9th, Novem-
ber 13th) 

    On the second Saturday of every 
month our office in Nicholasville is 
open from noon to 5:00 for re-
search, book sales, questions, and 
discussion 

 

More Tales                      
(September 18th) 

 Visit the historical society’s ta-
ble at the More Tales festival in to 
Wilmore.  See the article by Judy 
Woolums on page 1.  Some of our 
members will be there with books 
on county history and Howard Fain 
prints for sale. 

Chili Cookoff                    
(Saturday, October 16th) 

     Add a little spice to autumn.  
This October the historical society is 
reviving the countywide cooking 
competition.  Volunteer cooks from 
Nicholasville, Wilmore, and Keene 
will pit their chili recipes against one 
another.  For an admission price of 
$10 per person (children 12 and un-
der enter free) attendees can sample 
the various entries and fill up on 
their favorites  - but don’t forget to 
leave room for dessert.   

 There will be a guest speaker to 
entertain and inform us, and after 
the tasting comes the voting.  
Which community will win brag-
ging rights for 2021?  Do you like 
it with beans or without?  Where 

do you stand on pasta in the chili?    
How hot can you take it?  Join us 
and vote for your pick. 

 

Quarterly meeting                 
(October 28th) 

    At our next quarterly meeting we 
will be holding elections for one 
board member and the entire slate of 
officers.  Anyone interested in serv-
ing or who would like to nominate 
someone else, please contact Phillip 
Craft, head of the nominating com-
mittee, at philc99@windstream.net 
or at (859) 858-0128. 

 Please watch our web page for 
details on the date and time. 

  

     Lives of  great men all remind us 
                 We can make our lives sublime, 
     And, departing, leave behind us 
                      Footprints on the sands of  time ...  

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������-�+HQU\�:DGVZRUWK�/RQJIHOORZ��-������� 



 

 

Research Materials:  Baker Collection Continued 
���5LFKDUG�/XFDV 

    This is part of the information 
available at the Jessamine County 
Historical Society on the second 
shelf of the booksheves holding the 
Juanita Baker collection. 

 The first five books 
from the left of the shelf 
are the five volumes of 
Genealogies of Virginia 
Families from the William 
and Mary College Quarter-
ly Historical Magazine, 
with an Introduction by 
John Frederick Dorman, 
indexed by Carol Lee Ford, 
Volume I, Adams – Clop-
ton, published by Genea-
logical Publishing Co., Inc., 
1982.  Volume II, Cobb – 
Hay, was indexed by Gary 
Parks, also published 1982.  
Volume III, Heale – Mos-
coe, indexed by Elizabeth 
Petty Bentley, was also 
published 1982.  Volume 
IV, Neville - Terrill, in-
dexed by Judith McGhan, 
also published 1982.  Vol-
ume V, Thompson – Yates 
(and Appendix), indexed 
by Robert and Catherine 
Barnes and published 
1982.  

 The Next five books are 
the five volumes of Gene-
alogies of Virginia Families, from the 
O.Volume I is families Adams – 
Chiles, indexed by Thomas L. Hol-
lowak; Volume II is Claiborne – 
andVolume IV is Healy – Pryor, in-
dexed by Toby Drews; Volume V is 
Randolph – Zouch, also indexed by 
Thomas L. Hollowak.  All volumes 
were published in 1981. 

 The next book on this shelf in 
entitled Hanover County Chancery 
Wills and Notes, A Compendium of 
Genealogical, Biographical and His-

torical Material as Contained in Cas-
es of the Chancery Suits of Hanover 
County, Virginia, compiled by Wil-
liam Ronald Cocke, III, 1978.  The 
title tells us what we need to know 
about the book’s contents. 

    Then we find Marriages of 
Goochland County, Virginia, 1733 – 
1855, compiled by Kathleen Booth 
Williams, 1979. According to the 
Forward “these marriages were cop-
ied from the Marriage Register in the 
in the Virginia State Library, which 
Register was compiled from original 
records by the Virginia State Library 
Staff.” 

 The next book is A History of 
Caroline County, Virginia, From its 
Formation in 1727 to 1924, Com-

piled by Marshall Wingfield, 1975.  
Mr. Wingfield noted the history was 
“complied by from Original Records 
and Authoritative Sources …” 

 The next book is A History of 
Orange County, Virginia, 
From its Formation in 1734 
(O.S.) to the end of Recon-
struction in 1870, compiled 
Mainly from Original Rec-
ords, by W.  W. Scott, 
1907.  The title gives us an 
idea of what may be found 
in this book. 

    Then we find Loudoun 
County, Virginia  Marriage 
Records to 1891, compiled 
by Aurelia M. Jewell,1975.  
From the Forward “In this 
volume, and her earlier 
book, (Loudoun County, 
Virginia, Marriage Bonds, 
1762 – 1850) Aurelia 
McCormack Jewell has 
compiled a complete record 
of available marriage rec-
ords of Loudoun County, 
Virginia. 

    To the right of the 
Loudoun County book is 
King George County, Vir-
ginia will Book A – I, 1721 
– 1752 and Miscellaneous 
Notes, Compiled and Pub-
lished by George Harrison 

Sanford King, 1978.  From the Pref-
ace “King George County, Virginia, 
Will Book A – I [1721 – 1752], dis-
appeared during the Civil War.  In 
1976 it was purchased by the John 
Lee and Lillian Thomas Pratt Foun-
dation of Fredericksburg, Virginia. 

 Next up – Abstracts, Lancaster 
County, Virginia, Wills, 1653 – 1800, 
by Ida J. Lee, 1975.  The abstract is 
in alphabetical order. 
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Books Available from Your Historical Society 
���/HH�5RELQHWWH 

Annie's House Coloring Book by Susan Miller  $2.00 

Aunt Ran’s Cookbook - reprint of 1910 cookbook  $6.00 

Billie Jackson Bower Collection: (set  of five) $25.00 

     A History of Ashgrove Pike, Catnip Hill Pike, Etc $5.00 

     A History of Brannon Road, Jessamine Co., KY $5.00 

     Crossing the River & Other Lore of Jessamine Co., KY  $5.00 

Mills, Murders & More in the Early History of Jessamine Co.  $5.00 

Rails, Rivers, Roads and Early Years in Jessamine Co., KY $5.00 

First Ladies by Elexene Mastin Cox (Reduced Price)  $10.00 

High Bridge - A Pictorial History by Howard Curry Teater (reprint)  $20.00 

History of Jessamine County by Bennett Young  $20.00 

History of Wilmore by Bill & Pat Davidson (DVD)  $15.00 

Jessamine County by S. M. Duncan  $2.50 

Jessamine County 1798-1993 (hard bound)� $55.00 

Jessamine County 1798-1993 (soft bound)� $5.00 

Jessamine County Cemeteries, Vol. 2 by Howard Curry Teater� $25.00 

Jessamine County History Through Hats by Virginia Simpson (DVD)� $15.00 

-HVVDPLQH�&RXQW\��.HQWXFN\�$�3LFWRULDO�+LVWRU\� $49.95 

-HVVDPLQH
V�3DWFKZRUN�E\�(OH[HQH�0DVWLQ�&R[��5HGXFHG�3ULFH�� $10.00 

/LIH�LQ�WKH�%OXHJUDVV��$�3LFWRULDO�+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�(DUO\�<HDUV�E\�/H[LQJWRQ�+HUDOG-/HDGHU $39.95 

0DLQ�6WUHHW�-�1LFKRODVYLOOH��.HQWXFN\�E\�5LWD�0DUUV��SULQW�DSSUR[������;������ $10.00 

0DSOH�*URYH�&HPHWHU\��9RO����E\�+RZDUG�&XUU\�7HDWHU� $25.00 

2UDO�+LVWRU\�6HW��9RO���-� �5HGXFHG�SULFH�-�RQO\���VHWV�OHIW� $20.00 

5HYROXWLRQDU\�:DU�DQG�6RPH�-HVVDPLQH�&RXQW\�6ROGLHUV�E\�0LOGUHG�%XQFK� $25.00 

5H\QROGV�)DPLO\�RI�*DUUDUG��-HVVDPLQH��DQG�0DGLVRQ�&RXQWLHV�RI�.HQWXFN\�E\�(PDOHQH�
5KRUHU $15.00 

5XVVHOO�)DPLO\�E\�:LOOLDP��%LOO��5XVVHOO� $20.00 

6NHWFK�RI�-HVVDPLQH�&RXQW\�E\�0LVV�-HVVDPLQH�:RRGVRQ� $2.50 

6RFLHWLHV�RI�.HQWXFN\��*HQHUDO�	�+LVWRULFDO�	�7KHLU�%RRNV�E\�%D[�0F&OXUH �5HGXFHG�SULFH� $5.00 

6WRULHV�RI�-HVVDPLQH�&RXQW\��.HQWXFN\�E\�&O\GH�1��%XQFK� ����� 

6WRU\�RI�+LJK�%ULGJH��.HQWXFN\�E\�&O\GH�1��%XQFK��&'�RU�'9'�� ������ 

7KRVH�7UDYHOLQJ�%DSWLVWV�E\�(OH[HQH�0DVWLQ�&R[� $10.00 

:LOOLDP�:��	�0DU\��3ROO\��0XUSK\�:DONHU�RI�-HVVDPLQH�&R���.<�E\�+RZDUG�&XUU\�7HDWHU ������ 

:LOPRUH�&HPHWHU\��9RO����E\�+RZDUG�&XUU\�7HDWHU� $20.00 



 

 

 

/RRN�IRU�XV�RQ�WKH�ZHE�DW� 

MHVVDPLQHKLVWRULFDO#JPDLO�FRP� 

RU�RQ�IDFHERRN�DW� 

IDFHERRN�FRP�MHVVKLVWRULFDO 

Mission Statement 

7KH�PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�WR�FROOHFW�DQG�SHU�
SHWXDWH�IDFWV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�LQWHUHVW�WR�-HVVDPLQH�&RXQ�
W\�DQG�.HQWXFN\��WR�DZDNHQ�LQWHUHVW�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�
WKH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�-HVVDPLQH�&RXQW\�DQG�
.HQWXFN\��WR�FROOHFW�DQG�SUHVHUYH�UHOLFV��KLVWRULFDO�
VLWHV�DQG�GRFXPHQWV�RI�KLVWRULFDO�LQWHUHVW��WR�DVVLVW�LQ�
PDUNLQJ�KLVWRULFDO�VLWHV�ZLWK�WDEOHWV�RU�PHPRULDOV��WR�
UHFHLYH�SURSHUW\�RI�DQ\�NLQG�DQG�WR�GR�DQ\�DQG�DOO�
DFWV�WKDW�ZRXOG�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�IXUWKHU�WKH�JRDOV�DQG�SXU�
SRVHV�RI�WKLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ� 
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Treasurer - Pat Hunt 
 
Secretary - Charlie Hamm 
 
Newsletter Editors – Pat Hunt  
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,I�\RX�KDYH�QRW�SDLG�\RXU�PHPEHUVKLS�GXHV�IRU������
LW�LVQ¶W�WRR�ODWH��DQG�WKH�FRVW�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FDOHQ�
GDU�\HDU�LV�RQO\����������0DLO�D�FKHFN�PDGH�RXW�WR�
-&+6��RU�EHWWHU�\HW��FRPH�YLVLW�XV�RQ�7KXUVGD\V�EH�
WZHHQ������DQG������RU�RQ�WKH�VHFRQG�6DWXUGD\�RI�
HDFK�PRQWK�EHWZHHQ�������DQG������ 




